
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So be very careful how you live. Live wisely, not like fools. 16  I mean that you 
should use every opportunity you have for doing good, because these are evil 
times. 17 So don't be foolish with your lives, but learn what the Lord wants you to 
do. Ephesians 5:15-17 (ERV) 
 
IN A MEAN WORLD, OUR GREATEST WITNESS IS _________  __________ 
 
³Show mercy to others, just as your Father shows mercy to you�´  Luke 6:36  
 
PRINCIPLES OF MERCY - How can I be more merciful? 

 
1. START __________ & ____________ )25�3(23/(¶6�_____________ 

 
 ³LOOK OUT for one another's interests, not just for your own.´  
 Philippians 2:4 (TEV) 
 
 ³Jesus looked at him and loved KLP�´ Mark 10:21 (NIV) 

 
2. '21¶7�%(�_______________ BY THEIR ___________ 

 
³Show mercy to those whose faith is wavering. Rescue others by snatching them 
from the flames of judgment. There are still others to whom you need to show 
mercy�� EXW� EH� FDUHIXO� WKDW� \RX� DUHQ
W� FRQWDPLQDWHG� E\� WKHLU� VLQV�´ Jude 1:22-23 
(NLT) 

 
³0RVW�LPSRUWDQWO\��ORYH�HDFK�RWKHU�GHHSO\��Love has a way of not looking at others' 
sins.´ 1 Peter 4:8 (ICB) 

 
³%H�SDWLHQW�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU��making allowance for each other's faults because of 
\RXU�ORYH�´ Ephesians 4:2b (LB) 

 
 3ULQFLSOH��'RQ¶W�H[SHFW�unbelievers to act like believers ______ _____ _____. 
 

³7KDW�QLJKW�0DWWKHZ�LQYLWHG�-HVXV�WR�GLQQHU�ZLWK�KLV�IHOORZ�WD[�FROOHFWRUV�DQG�PDQ\�
RWKHU� µQRWRULRXV�VLQQHUV.¶�7KH�3KDULVHHV�ZHUH� LQGLJQDQW�� µ:K\�GRHV�\RXU�7HDFKHU�
HDW�ZLWK�VXFK�VFXP"¶�WKH\�DVNHG��:KHQ Jesus heard this, he said��µHealthy people 
don't need a doctor²sick people do!¶� 7KHQ� KH� DGGHG�� µNow go and learn the 
meaning of this Scripture: ³I want you to be merciful, not offer sacrLILFHV�´ )RU�,¶YH�
come to invite sinners to me, not those who think they are righteous�¶�´  
Matthew 9:10-13  
 
3. ___________ MY ____________ ___________ 
 
³:KHQ� \RX� WDON�� \RX� VKRXOG� DOZD\V� EH� NLQG� DQG� SOHDVDQW� VR� \RX�ZLOO� EH� DEOH� WR�
answer everyone in the way you VKRXOG�´Colossians 4:6 (NCV) 

³The wisdom that comes from heaven is pure, peace loving, gentle  at all times, and 
willing to yield to others. Wisdom is full of mercy . . �´� James 3:17 (NLT) 
 
4. VALUE ___________ PEOPLE OVER _________ _________ 
  
Jesus defended his disciples eating grain on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:1-8) 
 
³<RX�3KDULVHHV�DUH�FDUHIXO� WR� WLWKH�����RI�HYHU\�SDUW�RI�\RXU� LQFRPH��EXW� WKHQ�\RX�
ignore other important matters RI�*RG¶V�/aw²justice, and showing mercy, and faith. 
Yes, you should tithe! But you also VKRXOGQ¶W� QHJOHFW� WKH� PRUH� LPSRUWDQW� WKLQJV�´��
Matthew 23:23  
 
PLACES TO BE AN AGENT OF MERCY 

 
1. LOOK FOR PEOPLE IN A ___________ & __________ TO THEM! 
 
³Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you ZLOO� IXOILOO� WKH� ODZ� RI� &KULVW�´ 
Galatians 6:2 (NIV) 
   
2. LOOK FOR PEOPLE WITH _________ ________ & _______ THEM! 
 
³(DFK� RQH� RI� XV� QHHGV� WR� ORRN� DIWHU� WKH� JRRG� RI� the people around us, asking 
RXUVHOYHV��µHow can I help"¶�7KDW
V�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�-HVXV�GLG��+H�GLGQ
W�PDNH�LW�HDV\�IRU�
himself by avoiding people's troubles, but he waded right in and helped out�´ 
Romans 15:2-3 (Mes)  

 
3. LOOK FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE ___________ & ________ THEM! 
 
³*RG�FRPIRUWV�XV� LQ�RXU� troubles, so that we can comfort others who are in trouble 
ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�FRPIRUW�WKDW�ZH�RXUVHOYHV�UHFHLYHG�IURP�*RG�´  2 Corinthians 1:3-4  

 
4. LOOK FOR PEOPLE ________ __________ & __________ ___________! 
 
³/RRN�IRU�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�EH�KRVSLWDEOH�´ Romans 12:13b (NJB) 
 
³,�ZDV DORQH�DQG�\RX�ZHOFRPHG�PH�DQG�VKRZHG�PH�KRVSLWDOLW\�´ Matthew 25:31-46 
 
5. LOOK FOR PEOPLE WHO NEED A ____________ __________! 
 
³:KHQ� SHRSOH� VLQ�� \RX� VKRXOG� IRUJLYH� DQG� FRPIRUW� WKHP�� VR� WKH\� ZRQ
W� give up in 
despair.´ 2 Corinthians 2:7 (CEV)    

 
6. LOOK FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE __________ & ________ ________ TO THEM! 
 
³'RQ¶W�UHSD\�HYLO�IRU�HYLO��1HYHU�UHWDOLDWH�ZKHQ�SHRSOH�LQVXOW�\RX�RU�VD\�XQNLQG�WKLQJV�
about you. Instead, pay them back with a blessing. That is what God wants you to do, 
DQG�KH�ZLOO�EOHVV�\RX�IRU�LW�´ 1 Peter 3:9 (NLT) 
 
³*RG�ZLOO�QRW�IRUJHW�WKH�ZRUN�\RX¶YH�GRQH�DQG�WKH�ORYH�\RX¶YH�VKRZn him by caring for 
DQG�KHOSLQJ�RWKHU�SHRSOH�´� Hebrews 6:10 

 


